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Why education hurts
• We are losing education as a public good

• We are losing the ideal that education is fair, democratic and for everyone

• While education’s public discourses have enhanced equality, equity, social 
justice, human rights and so on, in practice, educational systems have 
ended up reproducing inequalities



Some of the central hanges in education

• More nuanced understanding of education might be needed

• Whole education system is going through significant changes 

with substantial outcomes that predict more inequalities 

• New interests, agendas, sciences and networks are shaping 

education and setting more pressure on education’s future role 

in a society 

• Structural and societal issues and inequalities such as racism, 

exclusion and poverty turn into highly individualized psycho-

emotional behavioral problems



Precision education governance (PEG)

• PEG is an umbrella concept referring 
to:

• increasingly transnational nature and 
globalization of education 
governance (EU, OECD, WTO, World 
Bank, UNESCO etc.)

• emergence of powerful partnerships 
and agendas influencing education 
(marketization, privatization, 
digitalization, datafication, edu-tech-
business)

• use of behavioural and life sciences 
in education to deliberately shape 
human conduct.





And then what…

What do we do with hurt?



bell hooks, We Will Always Rage On With You (truthout.org)

• the classroom, with all its limitations, remains a 

location of possibility. In that field of possibility 

we have the opportunity to labor for freedom, 

to demand of ourselves and our comrades, an 

openness of mind and heart that allows us to 

face reality even as we collectively imagine 

ways to move beyond boundaries, to 

transgress. This is education as the practice of 

freedom.”  (bell hooks)

• “Education is a site of radicality; it ought to 

speak to their souls. It ought to leave them 

vulnerable and aware of the weight of human 

suffering, and the desire to do something about 

it. How else will they learn how to transgress, to 

disrupt problematic boundaries and 

hegemonic orders.”(George Yancy)

https://truthout.org/articles/bell-hooks-we-will-always-rage-on-with-you/

