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"We are already deep into the
trajectory towards collapse of 

civilisation."
Will Steffen, Australian National University emeritus professor

https://www.resilience.org/stories/2020-06-
08/collapse-of-civilisation-is-the-most-likely-

outcome-top-climate-scientists/







We need to stop pursuing 
economic growth if we wish to 

prevent civilization collapse.



Sustainability in Finland = far from ecosocially sustainable

• In Finland an average person uses natural resources four times more than what would be 
sustainable for staying within the limits of our planet’s carrying capacity.

• Finland uses “production-based accounting” to quantify greenhouse gas emissions, 
which allows us to outsource our emissions into the global south.

• IPCC has estimated that from the beginning of 2020, the remaining global carbon dioxide 
budget for staying within the Paris Agreement 1,5°C target is 300 gigatons. If that global 
budget is shared between all the people, the remaining budget per person is 40 tons. 
The consumption-based carbon footprint of an average Finn is approx. 13 tons per 
person per year.

• We will exceed the Paris Agreement budget with our current consumption in about 3 
years. The objective of the Government is for Finland to be carbon-neutral society by 
2035, which is 13 years from today.

https://finnwatch.org/fi/hiilipaastot-kuriin
https://finnwatch.org/fi/hiilipaastot-kuriin
https://finnwatch.org/fi/hiilipaastot-kuriin
https://www.syke.fi/en-US/Current/Carbon_footprint_of_Finnish_household_co(55211)


Futile hope and groundless
optimism are dangerous. 

(see Värri 2018)



We cannot continue our current 
lifestyle, for it is eroding the 

ecological cycles that are 
keeping our species alive. We 

are heading either towards 
societal collapse or massive, 

controlled changes to society.



What does it mean to work 
as an educator in a situation 

where continuing "normal" ways 
of living is not an option?



Education always has a double role: it is 
maintaining social and cultural continuity and 
also reforming society. Now the latter needs 

to be emphasized.



The lifestyle of an average person in 
Finland is highly unsustainable.

-> Our idea of a normal, good life is 
destructive.



If we keep on teaching and educating the way 
we always have done,

we’ll end up socializing the growing generations 
into the very same ideas and habits that caused 

the ecocrisis in the first place.



The field of education suffers from a delusion of 
neutrality that prevents us from recognizing the

ideological decisions. Education is always
political wheter we recognize it or not.



The timeless goal of education is 
ideal humanity, but what is 

included in it, is rethought in 
each era of society. (Värri 2014)



Ecocrisis is a symptom of the crisis of humanity. (see
Jurvakainen & Kuoppa 2022)

• Almost 500 000 people in Finland are taking antidepressants.

• Burn outs are highly common.

• Many people have continuous stress and anxiety, and that is regarded 
as normal or even positive indication of being an economically 
productive member of society.

• Holidays are seen primarily as a means of recovering from work.

• Our behavior is accelerating an ecocrisis that is threatening the 
existence of our species.

https://yle.fi/uutiset/3-10639704


The field of education needs to pull the
emergency brake.
• It is crucial that we question the values and ideas of a good life that 

the education is transmitting (Värri 2018)

• We need to recognize and deconstruct the structures that maintain 
inequality

• Rethinking our ways of pursuing well-being (see Salonen, Kurenlahti & 
Jaaksi 2021)

• Educators need to acknowledge and question their role in a system 
that aims at eternal economic growth.

• Finding deeper meanings for life.

• Action creates hope.



Our duty as educators is to educate
ourselves. - Sara Komulainen
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